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\ phets, who have {poken in the* Nan of the, Lord, 


for an Example of ſuffering aſflictiqn, $f? oY 


Fence . - Behold we count them happy which endure, 
* Te have heard of the patience of Fob, and hgug ſeen 
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THE 


Epiitle Dedicatory, 


KN8 


The Husband and Parents of the De- 
.cealed Mrs. Rebecks Goddard, 


WORTHY. FRIENDS, 
"Fe dole fl Separation whith that God in whoſe 
Hands ll our Times . are, bath lately made 
' between you and yony near and dear Relati> 
on, having occaſioned my Preathing the follywing Ser» 
mon, the Dedication is jnjHy yours : Thigh at your 
deſir re I did compoſe it for a Publick Auditory, T nt- 
ver deſigned to expoſe it to publick, View. Many wor- 
thy Men having written largely and excellently upon Subs 
ith of 2 like Nature, I was wnvilling to caſt in my 
Mite among their larger Summs, and feared it would 
look like a piece of Conceited Folly to thruſt my ſlen- 
der unpol: ih 'd Diſcourſe into the vaſt croud of ſubſtane 
tial and elegant 'T reatiſes which have already appear'd 
upon the Publick = But ſeeing you deſire that 
what God hath Bleſs'd to your ſelves, may be Publiſh'd 
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to my own Juclination, therefore T bope none will Cen- 
ſure me for Complying with # + God works ſometimes 
by ſmall means, for be is ngt-tyed to any; he bath 

ſometimes-ydered: medi Diſeoules preachid. or penn 4: 
more ſucccj5ful than thoſe of a more excellent Compo- 
ſure. That the enſuing Diſcourſe may be farther uſe- 
ful. to yau,. and, may be. bleſs d ta the Inſtruction ana- 
Conſolation of others,-4nto whoſe Hands, it ſpall come, 
that God would" make up! you? Lbſs by Clearer "Mimi: 
feſtations of his Love, and more plentiful Communi- 
cations of his Grace to. your Souls ;. that this Rod may- 
like that of. Aaron, bloſſoms and, bring farth the "' 
able fruit . of Righteouſneſs ;,,that you may be made 

yet. more to:bleſs that. God who hath fnatch'd Jour dear. 
Relative from your Embraces, is the unfeigned De- 
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37 , 'JOB 1. <. 21-v latrer part. " 
2. The Lord gave, .and the Lord-hatb 
taken away, bleſſed be the Name of the 
Lord: dd 0201; 5/4) 


Fo 
Px" Heſe are.the, Words of: Holy Fab, who was 
BB. an eminent-Example, both of ſuffering AMi.. 
Qtion.and of Patience under it. | 

If we Jook into the beginning of this-Chap- 

ter, we ſhall find that he was in a. very proſperous. 
and flouriſhing State and Condition ; and: yet a very 
upright Holy. Man... Greatneſs and. Goodneſs are ve-. 
ry rare ConzunCtians, but they met together in him : 
When he.,was full, he.did' not forget God, neither 
when. he waxed fat, 'did he-( Jeſhurun like ) kick a-. 
ainſt hum :. His. temporal. Riches did nat. impovyeriſh 
his ;Soul, the World did not. alienate.þis AﬀeRions 
from God, which-greatly evidenc'd the Strength and” 
Vigour of his Grace ; but if we fix our Eyes upon the 
latter. part.of the Chapter, we ſhall. ſee. a great and 
ae {udden . 


_ - 
ſudden alteration made in his outward State, he ſoon 
tolled down the Mount' of Proſperity into the loweſt 
Vale-of \Adverſity ; one Meſſenger tteads upon the 
heels of another, bringing doleful Tidings concerning 
the flight of his outward Cemtorts from him, and the 
laſt Meſſenger was laden with the heavieſt Tidings, 
who brought the News of his Childrens death, by a 
terfible ſtroke of God's hand. A Man's! Ctiildith are 
more valuable than all his worldly Subſtance ; they 
are a part of himſellf, Fleſh of his Fleſh, and Bone of 


his Bone. The loſs of an Eſtate is like the plucking | 


off a Garment, the lofs of a Child is like the tearing 
off a Limb {from the Body. God; ſeefntd! ro empty 
this good Man from Veſlel to Veſlel, to lay Stripe 
gpon..Sceipe + Dvep called une Derp at.theNoile of 
Tehbovab's Water ſpouts, and if not all, yet a great 
many of his Waves and Biltows paſſed Over hint; Ic 
was Certainly very terrible unto him, and nut needs 
be ſo to us, for God to repeat his ſtrokes, and mul.- 
tiply our Affliftions ; before we have ended our La- 
mentations for the 10G of one outward Coriforeg to 
behold and artend che Funer#l of another. Befafe I 
paſs this, give me Ieave to Obſerve, That ſharp wad 
fore Afitfions are often times rhe Lot bf God's deareſt 
Chiltiten tn this Life. © | Fa | 
They who have a large foom in God's Heart; ate 
often very feverely Diſciptn'd by his Rod : They who 
dd tioſt carefully eſthew the evil of fin, are frehuent- 
ly exetcig'd with the evil of Suffering. Let'vis trrake 
this ptoficable Ule of this Note, wiz. Not to romthulte vuy 
felves to be the Objetts exther of Divine Love "or Hatven 
from ty of the exte}mil Diſpenſations of - Divine Py. 
»ittence towaras us, We tannot Wartarifably -dt4w 
atty Tach Concluſions from ſuch Premiſes. God thay 
toad thee with Common Benefits, and 'yet "not - 
member 
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member thee with the Favaur which he bears to his 
own Pegple : He:may Viſit thee with great AMiQi» 
ans, ang yet thou may'lt be Viſited with his ſpiritu- 
al Salvation here, and his -Eternal Salvation hereafter, 
Thy Wite may .be as a Fruitful Vine, thy Sans like 
Planes grown up in their Youth, and thy Daughters 
as Coarner-{tones poliſhed after the (imilitude of a 
Palace, and yet thou may'lt not: be broken aff from 
the wild' Olive-tree of Corrupt Nature, nor engrafts 
&9. into. Chriſt the Noble Vine and the good Olives 
tre :;T'by;Rogi may be dry, and thy Branches wither 
and be lopt off, the Deſize of thine Eyes;! and 'the 
Bruiy of thy Body, may be taken away. by terrible 
ſtzohes, -apd yer'God may be the firength of thy Heart 
and .thy Porugn:; for ever. | 

Now, I&&us Qblerye Job's Carriage and Deport: 
men; pndes this dark. and. gloomy. Providence ; and: 
this may be gathered bath.tram-his Geſtures and Ex» 
Pi Us. or | 3, ; "17 TH it 

Firſt, From his Geſtures, Ver. 20, Then Job aroſe; 
4nd ren his Manile, and ſbeved his Head, ang fell dow 
pon the ground and werſbipped :- His renting his Gar- 
ment,: and ſhaving his Head, were figns ot his great 
Sorrow. When YJacob ſuppoſed Joſeph to be dead; 
he immediately rent his Garment,. Gem. 37. ch. 34. v. 
And after Abner's Death, David to expreſs his Sor- 
FAW,-rent his Cloaths, and commanded all the People 
that were with him to do the like, 2 Sew. 3, ci. 3t.v. 
And we find that Baldnels is often joined with Mourn. 
ivg and Weeping in the Scriptures ; Cat off cbine Hair, 
0 Jeruſalexs, caſt it avay, and take up a Lam-ntation, &C. 
Jer..7. 29, {0 Amos 8. 10. Mich. 1.16. and ſeveral 
other-places. His ſathag down upon the ground, and 
Wexſhipping, were {igns of that Honour and Ho mage: 
Which he tender'd unto God, in aud: under the | aa 
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_ : 
Qion, It is very-Obſervable how- Job divides himſelf 
between- his outward Comforts and his God, the for- 
mer have his Sorrow, to the latter he gives Wor- 

ihip. 
; OY From his Expreflions, Ver. 21. Words are, 
or ought to be, ' the Interprerers' of our Hearts, -and a 
Comment upon our Attions. 'Lealt ſome 'obferving 
Jeb in ſuch a Poſture,” might'think' chat he*was' be. 
fide himſelf, and thrown 1nto a Frenzy by theſe doe: 
ful Tidings, he ' declares the Frame of his Heart, 
and the meaning/of theſe forementioned Attions, by 
theſe following Expreſſions; Naked came” Tout” of -my 
Mothers Womb, and naked ſball T return thithtr.' © Thele 
Words are, 'as I conceive, uſed by him as an Argu- 
ment to ſupport his own Spirit under - his 'preſent 
AMiQtions ; '9.'4. 'Altho? I am now” in a'Naked Con- 
dition,  ſtript and depriv'd of mine'outward-Comforts, 
yer, I have no Cauſe to! Murmur, fo5t brought ino- 
thing into the World, neither can I carry aty thing 
with me out of it ; and' then} ſays he, 'in the Words 
of my Text, The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away, bleſſed be the Name of the” Loyd. 

*.,/Theſe Words may be- divided!'into two':getreral | 


Parts. - | | D 
' 4» Two Propoſitions; The Lord'#ave, and "thi Lark | 
hath taken away. | [t;/ 
2. A natural and neceſſary Inference and 'Gonelu- 
fion from them both, Bkfſed be the 'Name of the Lopd. 
I ſhall' ſpeak to'both, | M14 ttt 27 UA 
Firſt, Two Propoſitions or” Aﬀertions. (1 The | 
Lord gave, (2.) The Lord hath taken away. x 
Firlt, The Lord gave : q. d. The Lord gave 'me 
thoſe Outward ' Comforts and Bnjoymcnts ;; that 
"Wealth, :rhoſe ſervants and- Children which'l 'larefy | 


-had, but 'am now bereaved of, From lience 1. 1hell ; 
Obſerve, Do, 


E$4 


Doct, That all our Outward Comforts and Temporal 
Enjoyments come from, and are the Gift of God. 


God ty the giver of every good and perfe&; Gifc, 
James 1. 47.}Not. only of -the beſt and moſt perfe& 
Gifts, but alſo of thoſe that- are good and perfeCt in 
their kind, . Temporal as well.as Spiritual and Eternal 
Bleſſings are ſtreams flowing from this Fountain of 
Goodaels. 

In the Proſecutign of; this Point I ſhall do two things. 

Fir, Lay. down ſome Explicatory and Demonſtra- 
tive Propoſitions. nol ai cn Woh ES 
Seconaly, Preſent you with ſome Praftical Applica- 
tory Inferences. , | 

Firſt, I thall lay down ſome. Explicatory and De- 
moaſtrative: Propoſitions, | 4G 

Firſt. Prop; :T hat. Gga. 3s che, efficient Canſe af, «ll.; oun 
Creature Comarts :.. Every good-thing. that we; enjay 
is God's Creature ; for as every Creature of God. is 
good, ſo nothing 1s good but what is his. Creature. 
Sin which. is eſſentially evil, is not God's but the De- 
vil's Creature.,.: Our.gear and;dearRelations muſt.gqwn 
God only. for their Creator. ., Though Pareats .are.the 
Inſtrumental Cauſes,. yet. God is the Principal Effici- 
ent Cauſe. of their Children's Beings; though, their 
Badies-were formed of their ſubſtance, yet they were 
formed by God's Qmaipotent Arm ,by hum they, were 
fearfully; and YOndgr}gyy made,' P/al.. 139. 14. and 
he animetcd and informed them with, a rational Soul, 
therefore15 he called the Father of Spirits, Heb. 132.9. and 
che God of the Spirits of all fleſh, Numb. 16, 22. Hence, 

Second Prop. God hath an Original Right to, and Pro- 
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,priety- in them : He muſt needs. be the {ole Proprietor 


of thoſe things whereof he is the ſole Creator. |. Thoſe 
oy B wo. Bodies 
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Bodies and Souls mult needs be his, who derived their 
Being from him. - The firſt Cauſe of every thing hath 
an unqueſtionable Dominion of Propriety in it upon 
the ſcore of Juſtice. By the Law of Nations, the firſt 
Finder of a Countrey is eſteemed rhe Rightful Pofſeffor 
of that Countrey : And'the firſt Inveritor of 'an Art 
hath-a'riphr'vf excrciing it, 1100 ID te 

Thirdly, Al the Onrmard Comforts which we enjoy, were 


beſtowed upon us by God ; they being Created by him; 


and he being the rightful Lord of them, we cannor 


enjoy them Pcill- we 'receive [them from hjm-* The. 


Right and Title which we have-ro'them' is! not” Pri- 
mitive but Derivative, Some of our' Relations ( at 
teaft ) might have had an Exiſtence, and'yet we might 
not have had an Intereſt in them. Halt thou a good 
Huzband or- Wife? -as *God*s' Oreating" Power. gave 
them being, ſo his wiſe and gracjous Providence made 
thentrhine. '' He allotts one Perfor! for a 0 mgh crore 
an' with another, and-Þy! his 'Providerſte, and that 
fometimes very ſtrangely and wonderfully, brings a+ 
boyt and effetts it. oe Oo | 

- Foprth-Prop. Af theſe excellent: Ouabities which any 
6 0 Onto aro Enjoyments are the [ſubjects of, whereby 
they the Fendeved very Comfortable and Delightful 10" ur, 
proteed. ffom God-: All the” natural arid acquired En- 


dow ments of the Body and Mind, which endear Rela-- 
tions 'to'-us, as Beauty, Ingenuity, 'a good Natural 


Temper ahd\ Diſpoſition,” as well as Grace, which is 
i fupetnaturat' Endowment of the" Soul, are beſtowed 
-tþpon thier,” by 'the Fotintath of all, Perfe&tions. He 
curiouſly formed their Bodres, and dignified their Minds 
with theſe TntelleAttal Qualities. 

 Eifrhly, What/oever we receive from God, flbws- from 
"te Fre Gritee and Wjereihs Giouneſs of OH * This! is 
} 


(| 


FfY 
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freely 


"It&;d tHe proper Netlog of a Gift; Ir is # good thing. 
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freely beftowed;.upon, us. When . we receive. ſame 
good. from. afgther which (he is not Obliged to: give 
us, it; May} properly be ſtyledia Gift. Now in $his 
ſeoſe all our:Temporal as well as our Spiritual -Enjoy- 
ments,aze the;Gifts. af; the Syupream Being : He is un- 
der no Engagement or Obligation to any of his Crea- 
tures, but {what he- voluntarily and freely enters into 
and lays himſelf under: We are lefs than the leaſt of 
his Mercies, and,unworthy.of the! ſmalleſt of his Fa; 
vours;, Have any of us a Wiſe, Children, or any. 0- 
ther Relations, which greatly add to the Comfort of 
our Lives, we mult ſay concerning them, as Jacob 
did to his Brother Eſau, concerning his Children, 
theſe God. hath graciouſly given thy Servant, Gen. 33. 5. 
Sixth Prop. When Gai beſtows: any Outward: Comforts 
upon us, he doth not aiueft himſelf of, nor make over un- 
to us an abſolute Propriety in them. Among Men there 
are ſeveral ſorts of Gifts, -or ſeveral ways of giving : 
Sometimes Men cannot be-ſaid:to retain any Right to 
thoſe things which they. have given unto another : 
All the right to the Gitc paſleth: over-from the Giver 
to the Receiver by Vertue of the Donation ; and' the 
Perſqn -that gave it, cannot without a Breach of the 
Rules of Juſtice reaſſume it, without the Receiver's 
full Conſeat. But other things are ſo given by Men, 
that they ſtill retain their right to. and. Propriety in 
chem, or indeed they are rather lent than given; We 
have. an Inſtance hereof in Places of Profit and Truſt, 
which are beſtowed by Princes upon their Favou- 
rites, during their Pleeſure :- This Donation is not 
abſolute, ſo as ro divelt the., Sovereign of his Right to 
them, for he can take them away. when he pleaſes, 
without committing any Act of Injuſtice. And of 
this latter ſort of Gifts are- theſe outward Comforts 
which we receive from God. He did not diveſt _ 
B 2 e 
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ſelf of the Propriety 'when he granted us-the-Uſe. Our 
Relzions/are His, and-not Ours; 'even when! they are 
in-ldrne ſenſe-Ours-;\ Though they may be; Outs in op: 
poſition ro/Men, yet they-are:not'Oars in-oppoſition to 
God; they are granted 'us'only for out: Ule, asthe'Col- 
ler of Efſes, and Sword, and other Enſigns of the Chief 
Magiſtrate in the City paſs through-many Hands in-re- 
gard of the Uſe of them, but the-Propriety' remains/in- 
the Community and Body of the City. I ſhall now * 


© Strondty, Preſent you' with ſoifte (PraQtical Appli- ; 


1 


catory Inferences. 
Firſt, Hence I Inferr, - That God is more excellent, nd 
ebnſequently ought to be more” highly- prized and walked 
by us than any of our Outward Comforts :\'The Donor muſt 
needs tranſcend the Gift- in Worth and. Value :-Ic is 
impoſſible for us perfely to Conceive how far God 
tzxanſcends in Excellency-thoſe good: things which we 
receive from him : And the more excellent aty Object 
is, the greater ſhare ought we to give it in our Eſteem 
and'Love. We areall roo'prone to-ſet-up our outward 
Comforts inccompetition withi God,” ro ſet them do wn 
in the' Throne of our Hearts, a Seat-only becoming the 
Father of Spirits. Let us make all our Temporal En- 
zjoyments ſtrike Sail ro that Supream Being, who gave 
them ; let him be the Darling: of our- Souls, and the 
Sovereign of our AﬀeQions; 1 oo OO 
Secondly, Hence 'Þ-'Inferr; That we ought thankfully 
ro aſcribe the Glory 'of all the good things which we enjoy, 
to God :. We mult: not Sacrifice to- our own Net, nor 
burn Incenſe toi our own Drag : We mult not attri- 
bute:rhoſe. out ward. Comforts which we are parta- 
kers of, to our ſelves or any of our Fellow Creatures 
as the principal Cauſes of*them ; but muſt own them 
to be the Gifts of God, and bleſs his Name for them. 
His Goodneſs to 'us-Calls for our Thankfulneſs, and 


his 
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his Soveraignty over us. Calls for an higher Elevation 


of it, A Smile from a Prince is. more valued, and 
thought, worthy of greater Gratitude - than a Preſent 


from,a Peaſant. What.jis Man, that Thou ſo, great:a 


Soveraign art, mindful of him, to! beſtow. this-os that 


Favour upon him ! is. but a due reflection. 'upon eve- 


ry Bleſſing that we receive. 
Thirdly, Hence: I Interr, That all owr Outward Com- 
forts ſhould be Improved ty, us to the Glory of God.” No- 


thing is more reaſonable, than that he who-.js'the-finſt 
- Cauſe (hould: be. the laft End, thanithat what iis: be- 


ſtowed upon us by Divine Bounty ſhould. be Imprq- 
ved by. us to God's Glory. We ought not to Napkin 
up, but.to lay out our Talents ;.and ſuch are all our 
Outward Comforts, we receive them as Stewards; and 
therefore mult be: accountable itor them. ta our:Su- 


.-pream Lord. O. that when.he ſhall Call us to. give 


an Account of our Stewardihips, and- we myſt be: no 
longer Stewards, we may give up our Accounts with 
Joy. and. not. with. Grief. 

I proceed now to the Second Propoſition laid down 
in my. Text ;, The Lord hath taken away. , | ER 

\There ſeems.10 be ſomething of difficulty. in under- 
landing this Aﬀertion : You will be ready. to fay, 
Was it not told Job by the Meſſengers, .that the Cal- 
deans and Sabeans came and rook away his Cattel, and 
plunder'd. and. pillaged his Eſtate, that: the. Fire con- 
ſumed; his Sheep and his Servants, and the; Wind blew 
down the Houſe upon his Children,: and had not Satan 
a hand in all this? How then could Job —_— 
upon God ? Doth, not this look like the Blaſphemy 
which the Devil expe&ted out of his Mouth. ?, I Ao- 
ſwer, Hereby Job only ſets forth the Supream..Pow- 
er and Sovereignty of God, in ordering all things ; ,and 


ſhews.that the Devil, Wicked Men,. and other ſecond 
Cauſes, 


LS 
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Cauſes, could not have effeQted theſe things without 
a' Divine Concurſe. And this was no Stain to the 
Holineſs of God, nor any refletion upon his Juſtice ; 
for-that Action which 15s impure and unrighteous tn 
the Creature, is holy and righteous in God. Tho* Men 
injuriouſly diſpoſſels us of our outward Comforts, God 
doth it juſtly ; tho* Men's' Ends are baſe and ſordid, 
God's are Noble and Excellent. From this Branch of 
the Words I ſhall preſent you with the two following 
Propoſitions. _ Pe? ks 

Firſt, That there is x Vicifſitnde and Uncertainty in all 
' our Outward Comforts and Temporal Enjoyments, 
Secondly, That when we are deprived of any of our 


Ontward Comforts, we muſt acknowledge the Efficiency of |, .c 


God therein.” | 
Firſt Prop. That there is a Virifſitude and Uncertain- 
' ty in all our Outward Comforts and Temporal Enjoyments : 
Thougk ſpiricual Bleffings are ſtable and durable, 
theſe Gifts of God are ſo without Repentance, thar 
they ſhall never be taken away from us; yet Vani- 
ty is written in legible Characters upon all our Tem- 
poral good things : They are not only Vanity becaufe 
they cannot fatisfie us while we have them, but be- 
cauſe they are tranfitory and ſhort-Iiv'd. When our 
Mountain ſeems to ſtand ſtrong, it is a 'vain thing for 
us to fay, We ſhall never be moved. We may upon 
this account ſay of all Outward Comforts in general 
as the Wiſe Man doth of Riches in particular, 7h:y 
are not, becauſe they make themſelves Wings, and fly 
away as an Eagle towards Heaven, Prov. 23. 5. Job had 
Cattel and Children, but now they were all gone from 
tim ; our living Comforts are dying Comforts. Death 
frequently rends thoſe from Men's Embraces who were 
of all Mortals neareſt and deareſt ro them; this is a 
Truth which almoſt every Day's Obſervation will 
{ufficiently 


[ 117 
ſufficiently demonſtrate ro'us. Do not we ſee them 
who had Children one day, Childlefs the next ; and 
thoſe who had Wives one day, to be Widdowers be- 
tore the next ? Let us ftrike this Rock, ' and fee whe- 
ther. we cannot fetch Water from it ; let us look in- 
to the Bowels of this Lyon, that we may find ivme 
Honey ir it ; let us conſider what Improvement may 
be made of this doleful Truth. | 
Firſt, Hence I: Inferr, How unreaſonable it is for any 
of the Children of Me# to place thtir ' Happineſ5 tn the. 
witian. of Temporal good things : This is a 'gteat evil 
nder the Sun, that which the generality of Madkitid: 


are gdilty of ; but did they aQ like reaſonable Cres- 


ures, they would not place their Felicity ih thoſe things 
hich' are fading and uncertain, but in thoſe things 
vhich re durable and laſting... Oh thar T could Fig 


wade toy (elf, and you from this Piece of Folly"! Have' 


& Reliribris who are extraordinary Comforts to us; 
& us nor make them our chief good, nor eſteem"them 
our higheſt in tinea for within a few dayes their 
Breath inay, be ſtopt, and how miſerable ſhall we then 
de, riot only in reality, bur even in our own Appre-. 
2nſions ! then ſhall we ſay with Micah whien the-Das 
ites had taketi away his Idol and his Prieſt, What 
ave 1 more? Judges 18. 24. Let us make. God our- 
igheſt Happineſs, and place our Felicity in Confor- 
ity 'to and Communion with him, and inthe Fru- 
(tion of Him, who is an unchangable and an evertaſt; 
bg g00e, whoſe ' Perfeftions nevet leave - him; and ' 
Fo never leaves any that truly enjoy him. je 
Secaraly, Hence 1 Inferr, [hat we ought 'diligently to- 
improve our Outward Comforts, while they are continued 
itb,us.: I ſhall inſtance particularly in Relations; Let 


$ do what good we Cart to them, let us Inſtrut then 


ig the things of 'God and the great Concerns of ano- 


ther: 
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ther World ;. let us as much. as in us. lies endeavour, 
the Salvation of their Souls,” and let us ſtrive to 'Te- 
ceive what good we can from them, for we know nat 
how ſpeedily Deach;may make a ſeparation between 
us and them. - Ee wity 

| Thirdly, Hence 1 Inferr, That when we enjoy any Out- 
ward Comforts, we ought to be continually expecting aud. 
preparing for the loſs of them : Let us not think that, we 
ſhall always enjoy them, but look upon them as fading 
and uncertain ;. let_ us. endeavour to wean. our .ſelyes 


- 


from them, ,to. uſe:them as if we uſed them ngt :.In 


— 


this rel <R, let thoſe who have Wives' 4nd Children 
be as if they had none., - That Afition which comes 
unlookt for, uſually. comes unprepar'd for : The more 
looſe we fit from our outward Comforts when we haye 
them, the more cafily ſhall, we part with them, Tacph 
could better. part with his.ten other Sons jnto the Land 
of Egypt than with his  Bejamin, that almoſt brought 
his grey Hairs with Sorrow. to the Grave, No won- 
der if we-immoderately grieve for thoſe things when 
abſent, which we immoderately Love when preſent : 
By dying daily to them, let us prepare to follow them 
ro. their Graves. Cakty © Oe icatf bo 
"Fourthly, 1 Inferr,” How unreaſonable it is for us to be 
ſurpriztd, when any of our outward Comforts are removed 
from «s.: Thele fiery Tryals ſhould-not_'be .thought 
ſtrahte of bY*us,” for, no range thing hath happened 
bh 5 Tf'we thought them*durable;, we were milta 
hn Lat hem ; and it we thought. them 'tÞncertain 
46d Vaniſhing, vw hy ſhould 'we be” ſurprized 'whe 
they diſappear ? It was an excellent ſaying'of a Hea 
then; When one told him of his Son's Death, Sciebam m 
ene mortales, 1 Knew. that begat Mortals. O:Pa 
Fare? "did" ye know that Your Diuohrer! O Hus 
Þand, did not you know that your Wife'was a 'Mor 
\ j b | i . Us - tal 


t 
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tal ! be not. then ſurprized at her Diſſolution. 
Fiſthly and Laftly, Hence Inferr, That we ought all 
of us to prepare for our own removal from our Relations. 
As our Relations who are Comtorts to us, ſo we who 
are Comforts to them, are tading Dying Creatures : 
How ſoon our living Relations may walk the Streets 
in Mourning for us, as we have done for thoſe who 
are already gone to their long Home, we know not. 
The daily Inttances of Humane Frailty which are given 
us, ſhould put us upon Conſidering and Preparing for 
our latter End, that we may not be hurried trom our 
Relations Embraces into everlaſting Flames, but may 
enter into Abraham's Bolom. Let none of us deferr the 
great Work of Preparation for Death, for we know 
not how ſoon we may enter into its gloomy ſhades. 
Job's Children were ſnatcht away ſuddenly, and ſo are 
many others. Death is not always uſher'd in with 
the formality of a long and lingring Sickneſs. Our de- 
ceaſed Friend did not lye long upon her Bed of lan- 
ouiſhing, but was quickly carried off the Stage by that 
Diſtemper which ſeized upon her. Ir is not long ſince 
ſhe was Worſhipping God with us in this Aſſembly, 
and now ſhe is gone into the Congregation of the 
Dead : Therefore be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour 
as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh, Matth. 24. 44. 
Let not thoſe who are Young put oft this Buſineſs of 
higheſt Concernment to Old Age, for young ones are 
often taken away by the ſtroke of Death. Our De- 
ceaſed Friend was like a pleaſant Flower, in her bloom- 
ing Age, blaſted by the Wind of Death ; the Days of 
her appointed time were but few, before her Change 
came : Remember therefore your Creator, Oh young 
Ones ! in the dayes of your Youth, for it may be ye 
may not live *till Old Age comes : Your Maker may 
ſoon take you away. Get an Intereſt in Chriſt, who 
hath aboliſhed Death, and brought Life and Immor- 
C. tality 
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tality to light by the Goſpel : So when you come. to 
dye, may ye cheariully reſign your Souls to him, and: 
he will receive them into his Divine Embraces. What- 
ever your Judgments are now, when you come to lye 
upon a Death-bed, you will think an Intereſt in Chriſt 
more valuable than the whole World, if you are not 
extreamly {tupifiled. The Hopes which our Deceaſed 
Friend had of this, carried her comfortably rhrough 
the Valley of the ſhadow of Death. Thus much for 
the firſt Propoſition. 

Second Prop. That when we are deprived of any of 
our Outward Comforts, we muſt acknowledge the Efficien- 
cy of God therein, The Lord hath taken away. Who- 
ever is the Inſtrumental, God is the Efficient Cauſe 
of all our Aﬀflidtions. The Manichees of old tell us of 
two Beginnings, or two Gods, the ene a good God, 
and the other an evil God ; the former they aſſerted to 
be the Author of all Good, and the latter to be the Au- 
thor of all Evil ; the former they called 4 giving God, 
and the latter A taking God : But my Text will ſuffi- 
ciently confute that horrid Notion, for Job aſcribes the 
Donation and the Removal of his Outward Comforts 
to the ſame Divine Being, as the firſt Cauſe of both ; 
and indeed it was —— that he ſhould do ſo, be- 
cauſe there 1s but one God. Yea, many Heathens 
raught better Doctrine than theſe Hereticks ; for they 
teigned that their great Jupiter had two great Veſlels 
placed at the Entrance ot his Palace, whereof the one 


was filled with Good, and the other with Evil, and | 


theſe he diſpenſed according to the DiQtates of his own 
Will, among the Children of Men. But not to trou- 
ble you with Poerical Fictions, the Scriptures frequent- 
ly aſſert this Truth ; ſays God, I/a. 45. 9. 1 form the 
lizht, and create darkneſs ; I make peace, and create evil : 
I the Lord ao all theſe things : Says the Church,: Lam. 
3- 39. Out of the month of the moſt high proceedeth not 
euul 
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evil and good! When any of our dear Relations are 
taken away by Death, they fall by the ſtroke of God's 
Hand ; ſays God to the Prophet Ezekiel, Son of Man, 
behold I take away from thee the Deſire of thine Eyes, with 
a ſtroke, Ch. 24. v. 16. The Diſeaſes of which our 
Relations dye, are only the means whereby God brings 
about his deſigned End, even their Diſſolution. Theſe 
Winds God holds in the Hollow of his Hand, and lets 
them looſe at his pleaſure, to blow poor Mortals from 
the River of Time into the Ocean of Eternity ; and 
this is no Impeachment at all to Divine Goodneſs. Pu- 
niſhments themſelves are not Moral Evils in the Per- 
ſon that inflifts, though they are Natural Evils in 
the Perſon that ſuffers them. I need not inſiſt farther 
upon the Proof of this Point, but ſhall preſent you 
with ſome Inferences from it. 

Firſt, Hence I Inferr, That whey we are Threatned 
with the Privation of any of our Outward Comforts, it is 
our wiſeſt and ſafeſt way to apply our ſelves to God for 
the Continuance of them : We may allowably pray for, 
and deprecate the removal of our Temporal Enjoy- 
ments, provided we do it with Modeſty and Humi- 
lity, with theſe neceſſary Limitations, If it be agree- 
able to his Will, If it may be for his Glory and our 
good, to beſtow them upon us, or continue them 
with us. Though we may make uſe of all lawfull 
Means to obtain and preſerve Temporal good things, 
yet we maſt not forget to apply our ſelves unto God, 
whoſe Bleſſing alone can render them effeQual. Phy- 
ſitians will be of no Value for the recovery of our lan- 
guiſhing Relations, unleſs God ſends forth his Word 
and heals them. 

Secondly, Hence I Inferr, That they deſerve to be re- 
proved, who when they have ſuſtained any Loſſes, reflett 
upon, perplex themſelves about, and aſcribe thoſe Loſſes 
ſolely or principally to _ Cauſes : Weare very prone 

2 1 
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in ſuch Caſes to blame Inſtruments, inſtead of eye- 
ing the Providence of the principal Efficient ; to re- 
ſolve all troubleſome Events into the malignity of Se- 
cond Cauſes : This part of praCtical Atheiſm we are 
apt to be guilty of, thd common Obſervation might 
be ſufficient to Confute it. The ſame ſecond Cauſe 
which produces ſuch an effect at one time, or in one 
Perſon, ſhall not produce the like at another time, or 
upon another Perſon. Why ſhould we aſcribe the 
Death of our Relations principally to the Maligaity 
of the Diſtemper wherewith they were ſeized, when 
we ſee others ſurviving the ſame Diſtemper, whea at- 
tended with the ſame dangerous Circumſtances ? 

Thirdly, IT Inferr, T hat when any of our Outward Com- 
forts are taken away from us, we ſhould diligently enquire 
into the end and deſign of that ſeparation which hath been 


made between us and them. Tho” the Ends of Humane 


AQsare not always worthy of our ſearch and enqui- 
ry, yet the ends of Divine Atts are always ſo : God 
hath Noble and Excellent Ends in all his Operations. 
Let us therefore at ſuch a time addreſs our ſelves to 
God in the words of Holy Jos, 10. ch. 2, v. Shew me 
wherefore thou contendeſt with me. 

Fourthly, 1 Inferr, The Folly of thoſe who put their 
Truſt, and place their Confidence in any thing as a ſecurity 
from Death. Were they who go to. their long Home 
only taken away by Men, then there might be ſome 
probability of warding off the fatal blow ; but ſeein 
they are taken away by God, what can prevent it * 
Can you think that the great Jehovah will be charm'd 
by your Beauty, or overpower'd by your Strength ? 
Are there any Forts or Towers into which he cannor 
enter ? Can you flie into any. remote Countrey where 
his Arm. cannot reach. you ? Will the Great God have 
any regard to your Worldly Riches, or Temporal 
Grandure ? By none of theſe things can you deliver 

either 
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either your own, or others Souls from Death, or hin- 
der them from going down to the Pit. Thus much 
for the firſt part ofthe Words, I now proceed to the 
ſecond. 

Secoxdly, We have a Natural and Neceſſary Infe- 
rence, or Concluſion, from both the forementioned 
Propoſitions, Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord : In which 
words we have two things contained, v7z. 

Firſt, An Object, The Name of the Lord. This 
Phraſe hath various acceptations in the: Holy Scrip- 
tures : But there are two things which I conceive may 
be intended by it 1n this place ; and indeed the latter 
is plainly included in the former. 

Firſt, By the Name of the Lord, is intended God 
himſelf, The Name of a Perſon, or Thing, is often 
put for the Perſon, or Thing named : Thus 1 As 15. 
The number of the Names together, were about an hunarea 
aud twenty ; 1. e. the number of Perſons, they. bein 
numbered by their Names :  $0.44.P/a/. 5. and ſevera 
other places. 

Secondly, By the Name of the Lord are intended the 
Attributes and: Perfeitions of God : By them is his Na- 
ture diſcovered unto his Creatures; and indeed all 
his PerfeQtions are inſeparable from his Eſſence. 

Secondly, We have an Att which was exerted up- 
on this ObjeQ, and that is Blſing. By bleſſing God, 
we are to underſtand, either what we expreſs in 
Words concerning God, or what we think. concern- 
ing him. God is bleſſed by his Creatures, when his 
glorious Perfeftions are publiſhed with Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving ; or when they have high, great and. 
glorious Thoughts of him .;- when they inwardly re- 
verence, Honour and Love. him : The. former is a. 
Bleſſing with the Tongue, the latter is a Bleſſing 
with the Heart ; the Tongue. bleſſing without the 


Heart, is but a tinkling Cymbal; the Hearrt- bleſſing, 
| with. 
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without the Tongue, makes ſweet, but ſtill Muſick : 
both in Conſort m1ke that Harmony, which fills and 
delights both Huzven and Earth. When Fob ſaith 
here, Bleſſed be the N.:me of the Lord, we are to un- 
derſtand it both ways, Job ſpeaks out the Bleſſing of 
God with his mouth, and likewiſe had high and ho- 
nourable Thoughts of him : From theſe words I ſhall 
preſent you with the following Obſervation, 


Dot. That it is the Duty, and will be the Diſpoſiti. 
on of the People of God, when in a rizht frame of 
Spirit, to bleſs a taking as well as a giving God. 


This is indeed a very hard Work, but it .is a very 
neceiſary Work : God's People are not at all times 
engaged in it, but they are ſo when in a right frame 
of Spirit. In the Proſecution of chis Point, I ſhall 
take the following Method. 

Firſt, 1 ſhall more particularly ſhew you, what is 
intended by, or implyed in our Bleſſing a taking 
God. . 

Secondly, Endeavour the Proof and Demonſtration 
of the DoQtrine. 

Thirdly, Make ſome Improvement, and Application 
of it. 

Firſt, I ſhall more particularly ſhew you, what is 
intended by, or implyed in our blcing a taking God, 
This I ſhall do, by laying down the following Propo- 
ſitions. 

Firſt Prop. This is not excluſive of a holy mourning 
for the loſs of our Outward Comforts : Atthe ſame time 
that we bleſs God who hath taken away what we 
once enjoyed, we may Mourn for our Loſs. Theſe 
two (as plainly appears from tie Text and Context ) 
were joined together by Job ; and their ConjunCtion 


was approved by God, as appears from the words 
fol- 
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following my Text, 1» all this Job ſinned not, nov char - 
ged God fooliſhly. Mourning is allowable, if we exer. 
ciſe a Chriſtian Moderation therein. 

Second Prop. Our Afiittions are not in themſelves the 
proper Subjedt 4 Thavukſeiving. Outward Comforts 
being in themſelves good things, the loſs of them ab- 
ſolutely conſidered, is an evil: Now the proper Sub- 
jeCt of Praile is ſomething that is Good, 

Third Prop. Bing Goa i abſolutely excluſive of, be- 
ing airedtly oppoſe to every thing that is implyed in Cur- 
ſins him: Bleſſing and Curling are Oppoſites, To 
Curſe God, 1s to Blaſpheme him either in our thoughts 
or words ; to think or ſpeak unworthily, or unbecom- 
ingly of him : there is a Curſing God with the Heart, 
as well as a Curſing him with the Lips- We Curſe 
God, when our Hearts are imbitter*d againſt him, 
or our 'ſongues {harpen'd to wound his Honour :. 
Therefore they that Bleſs him, will not either think 
or ſpeak unbecomingly of him ; they will not either 
mentally or verbally Murmur and repine at him ; they 
will not Queſtion his Juſtice, Reproach his Goodnels,. 
or Accule his Providence. 

* Fourth Prop. Bleſſing God implies the Exerciſe of Pa- 
tience, and our thinking and ſpeaking honourably of God 
under afflieFion : The Soul who bleſſes God, accounts 
and acknowledges God to be glorious in Holineſs, Ju- 
ſtice, Goodneſs and Truth, when he ſtrips him of his. 
Outward Comforts ; he juſtihes God in all his Deal- 
ings with. him ; the Language of both his Heart and 
his Lips is the ſame with David's, Thou haſt dealt well 
with thy Servant, according to thy Word, Plal. 119. 65. 

Fifth Prop. This. includes our offering up Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving tv God under, if not for our Afﬀlictions : He: 
that thus Bleſſes God,. will Praiſe his Name when'he 
takes as well as when he gzves;, he will return Thanks. 
for thoſe Mercies which are {ti!l continued with him, 

though: 
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though he mourns for the removal of others from him ; 
yea, if he obſerves Mercy either in the Circumſtances of 
the Afiiction, or in the Iſſue and Event of it, he will re- 
member to offer up the Sacrifice of Praiſe to God, even 
when he hangs his Harp upon the Willows. I Proceed 
Secondly, To Prove and Demonſtrate the Point, and 
this I ſhall do more Generally and more Particularly. 
Firſt, More Generally : God # to be Bleſſed by us at all 
times, and therefore when he deprives us of our Outward 
Comforts as well as when he gives them to us : This is 
evident from the Nature of God, our Relation to him, 
and the Revelations and Diſcoveries which he hath 
made of his Will to us. Is God the moſt excellent Be- 
ing ? ſurely we who ſtand related to him, as Crea- 
tures to a Creator, and as SubjeQs to a Sovereign, are 
Obliged at all times to Glorifie him, not by making 
him glorious, but by accounting and acknowledging 
him to be glorious our ſelves, and Proclaiming him 
to be ſo unto others. Is not Praiſe and Thankſgiving 
due from us to him at all times ? unleſs he could ceaſe 
to be God, or we ceale to be Creatures, we can un- 
der no Circumſtances be freed from our Obligation to 
glorifie the PerfeCtions of his Nature. Thoſe ter- 
rible Diſpenſations of Divine Providence which 
make a great Alteration in our Outward State and 
Condition, neither make nor argue any Change in 
God. He is the ſame when he takes and when he 
gives, when he empties us and when he fills us. 
To ſuppoſe him a good God at one time, and an 
evil God at another, 1s a flat Contradictioa; it is to 
ſuppoſe him not to be God : And hath he not fre- 
quently prohibiced thoſe things which are excluded 
by, and Commanded thole things which are implyed in 
Bleſſing a taking God. They mult be greatly unacquaint- 
£d with the Holy Scriptures who are Ignorant hereof. 
Secondly, 1 ſhall more particularly demonſtrate, that 
this 
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this Conclufion naturally and neceſſarily lows from 
the preceding Propoſitions. 

Firlt, We ought to Bleſs a taking as well as a giving 
God, Becauſe the ſame God who takes them away from us, 
firſt gave them to us. The force of this Argument will 
be apparent from the two following Confiderations. 

Firſt, That God who gave them to us, hath an unque- 
ſtionable right to take them away from us : As I told you 
before, he retained his Propriety in them, when he 
had beſtowed them upon us, and may not God do 
what he pleaſes with his own ? We may ſuppoſe Fob 
ſpeaking to God after this manner, Lord, Thou haft 
depriv'd me of my Wealth and my Children, but I 
will ſubſcribe to the Equity of thy Proceedings with 
me, for thou doſt. but exercile thy Sovereign Right, 
thou gaveſt them to me, and yet ſtill they remained 
thine, therefore thou haſt righteouſly taken them a- 
way from me. 

Secondly, When God takes our Outward Comforts 
from us, we have reaſon to Bleſs him for giving them 
tous, We are very prone to be guilty of this piece of 
Ingratitude towards both God and Man, our Creator 
and our fellow Creatures ; if they ſhew Kindneſs to 
us for a time, and refuſe the Continuance thereof, 
inſtead of thanking them to quarrel with them. Let 
none of us ſay, when any of our Enjoyments are 
ſnatcht away from us, Better we had never enjoy'd 
them, than to be ſo ſoon depriv'd of them. Haſt thou 
loſt a Child, a comfortable Child, a Child in its ripe 
Age ? thou haſt reaſon to bleſs God that he gave thee 
a Child, that he made it a Comfort which might have 
been a Croſs to thee, and hath continued it fo long 
with thee : Haſt thou loſt a delightful Wife, one that 
was a Help Meet for thee ? thou haſt reaſon to bleſs 
God that he gave thee ſuch a Wife, who might have 
given thee one that would have been a Continual Tor- 

menc 
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ment and Vexation to thee, and that he hath ſpared 
her fo long with you. 

Secondly, Me ought to Bleſs a taking God ; becauſe it 
is the Lord Jehovah who takes our Outward Comforts from 
us. The Lord hath taken avay. The Lord, who can 
do no wrong to any of his Creatures. The Lord, who 
is Righteous in all his Ways, and Holy in all his Works. 
The | Pane againſt whom we have ſinned, and by our 
fins forfeited all our Mercies. The ].ord, who had he 
dealt with us according to our Iniquities, or reward- 
ed us according to our Inventions, might have caſt us 
into Hell long ago. The Lord, who 1s our God. The 
Lord, who hath done great things for our Souls, who 
is an alſufficient unchangable and everlaſting Good, 
who can make up the Loſs of Creature Comforts in 
himfelf.. The Lord, who knows what Condition is 
good for us, better than we do. our ſelves, wha.ma- 
nages all things according to the DiQtates off 
nite Wiſdom. The Lord, whoſe ways are all rc 
and Truth to his People, and aims at: their Good'as 
well as his own Glory in all his Diſpenſations towards 
them, who will ſupport them under AfMiQions, and 
ſanQifie Afictions unto.them. I proceed 

Thirdly, To make fome Improvement and Applica-' 
tion of this Point, which ſhall be only an Exhortati- 
on to all in general, and you the Relations of our De- 


ceafed Friend in particular, to this Neceſſary Duty of- 


Bleſſing a Taking God. 

To enforce this I might preſent you with many Mo- 
tives, but I ſhall only offer you two, which ſhall be 
taken from the Context of that Scripture which is the 
Foundation of this Difcourſe. 

; Firſt, Hereby you will Diſappoint Satan : What was 
the Devil's deſign againſt Feb, in endeavouring the 
removal of his Outward Comforts, but to make him 
Curſe God ? as is evident from Yer. +1. of this Cp, 
an 
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and queſtionleſs he is in the ſame Plot againſt us, when 
in the like Condition : He would fain Create ſome 
Prejudices againſt God in our Minds, or draw ſome 
unbecoming Reflections upon him from our Lips: Now 
as his Deſign againſt Fob was defeated, when inſtead 
of Curling God he Blels'd him, ſo will his Plot againſt 
us miſcarry if we da the like ; and ſhall not we en- 
deavour to fruſtrate his Defigns who is an implacable 
Enemy both to our God and to us ? 

Secondly, Hereby you will pleaſe God. That this Car- 
riage of Job's was well-pleaſing to God, is apparent 
from his expreſs Approbation thereof in the words 
following my Text ; I» all this Job ſinned not, neither 
charged God fooliſhly. This is a Negative Commenda- 
tion inclufive of an- Affirmative one ; 9. d. In all this 


Mourn under that ſtroke of God's Hand which hath. 
been lately laid ' upon you : God hath even in Judg- 


- ment remembred Mercy with you, in that he did not 


take away your Relation by a Violent, but by a Na- 
thral Death ; the tormer is more terrible than the 
latter, not only to thofe who undergo it, but to their: 
ſurviving Relatives. Moreover, though your dear Re- 
lation was taken away in a thort time, after Sickneſs. 
began to ſeize her, yet ſhe did not dye ſuddenly, God 
gave you fome Warning before he gave that fatal blow 
which ſeparated her from your Embraces. Have you 
not reaſon to Bleſs God for thoſe Supports which he- 
gave her, and thoſe Manifeſtations and Diſcoveries of. 
his Love which he made to her in the time of her 
Sickneſs : Had ſhe been ſtupid and inſenſible. of her- 


; Condition, or gone out of the World full of Horrour, 
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your Burthen would have been the greater, though: 
then you ought to have acquieſc'd in the Will of God; 
but now you have good ground to Hope that ſhe is 
not loſt, but gone betore ; that your Loſs is her Gain ; 
that ſhe was ſeparated from you only in order to her: 
Enjoyment of her Heavenly Father, and her deareſt 
Husband, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; that ſhe is gone to 
that bleſſed Place, trom whence ſhe would not for a: 
World return to you : That though you have had a: 
doleful Parting, you will have a joyful Meeting, ne- 
ver to part more. And would you Bleſs this taking: 
God ? ſeriouſly conſider thoſe things which I Propo- 
ſed to you, to demonſtrate the reaſonableneſs there- 
of, endeavour to clear up your Intereſt in him, go 
forth by Faith to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you may 
derive that Grace and Strength from him, which may 
enable you to do this difficult Work ; ſo I hope you 
may ſay with the Holy Man in the Words of my Text, 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, Bleſſed be 
the Name of the Lord. 
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